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may we not believe that Charles I in issuing to "Sir
Richard Vyvyan Knt" an authority to open mints
within the counties of Devon and Cornwall, "and to
make and engrave irons and stamps with his Majesty's
effigies/7 may have sent him certain puncheons and dies
as patterns ?142

Our list is not quite finished, and those who disagree
with the line of argument I have tentatively advanced
may say: What of those curious Weyrnouth coins with
various reverses [PI. XII. Fig. 5] sometimes confounded
with the Exeter issues in that for mint-mark they bear
a small rosette, whilst the type of the shields proclaims
their Weymouth origin? My answer is that so poor a
copy bespeaks a very inferior workman, endeavouring to
reproduce the Oxford-Exeter horse, and that in describ-
ing an example of this rare coin now in my collection
the cataloguer wrote: " This coin has been ascribed to
Exeter: specimens struck from the same obverse die
and with an unmistakable Exeter reverse are said to
exist," 143

We need, therefore, carry the Briot horse no further
afield than Exeter in the year 1644, whilst it remained

for the Parliamentarians or as a complimentary medal with, no reference
to Exeter, the so-called half-crown bearing date 1642 is an unexplained
problem. The man who engraved this free copy of Simon's Scottish
rebellion medals (Med. III., vol. i. pp. 282-283, Nos. 90-94) was no mean
artist. The same type recurs in 1644, at which time the town was held
by the Koyalists. We cannot, therefore, easily transfer the type to the
side of the Parliament. Polkes placed it amongst the coins struck at
York, but Hawkins discountenanced this attribution on account of the
Rose mint-mark. If, moreover, a specimen really exists dated 1645,
the same difficulty would reappear, for York fell in 1644. Exeter
finally capitulated to Fairfax on April 9,1646.

112 Document in the Bodleian Library, quoted by Mr. Symomls in
Num. Chron., 4th Ser., Vol. XIII. p. 370. This warrant is dated
January 3,1643-4.

143 Catalogue of the Hamilton Smith Sale, No. 125, June 21,1913,